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preparation for the now in-f
famous Bay of Plgs invasion.

28 Aprii 19, 1961, are engraved
in the memory of the St Greg-
ory’s student,

The five days from Apvil 15|

The first action of 1he in-]i.

. CPYRGHT

; E rnmt_nt

- church .in Havans, a number
. of Catholi¢ youth organiza-! ! I Happy Valle Base near Puerto |
former |

Most voung men between the W T
. ages of 14 and 16 are concern- N
ced about girls, a car of their
Lown and the latest =m°mg
rage. George del Valle " was
}e(ﬁrmng of hate.and how to
i 1

. Barly in 1959, shortly aflter
H’ astro’s victory in Cuba, the
-8t Gregory’s  College fresh-.
Stnan” was still . living in his

“native land,

¢ What was it like to. be 14
iand live wunder the Castro
Sregime?

“One-day my brother and I
‘gt a eall? Guarge del Valle
‘recalls of those days, “to go
‘to church and plck up my
- grandragther. Someone thought
it hat there was going to be
- trouble.

: “Oulside the church there
fwere about 100 military guys
~and when the people came out
iof the church they started
calling them dnty names and
mukm;, fun of the people. All
of the young people started to
fight them {the soldiers). Then
they started firing their gunSI

George del Valle

When wovemmem‘, ofucmlb

‘5t Us. I escaped, but many of heard of the underground zc- |

.the young people were jailed. tivities of the Catholic youths, |
‘One of my friends was 5hotithey began to harass the fam- !
hin the head with a machine ! ‘ilies of the youths involved.

stun.’ . The del Valle home was

‘ woe searched and officials kept |
“wo years later m”V’m]ﬁ"“’ld’vwatch on the movements of
kR 1z was in Beth- members of the family. On

training un- | August 18, 1960, Fernando dell
eetion of the U. 8.1valle put his wife and three |
Ceotrnl Indellicones  Agency.lsons, Fernando, George and}
m April of 1461 he was flymg Roberto, aboard a coramercial
mlv missions
mrces at ﬂm B: Wy of Pigs.
Before Castra's
oy erncmdo

rige 1o DOW-. aboard a fishing boat.
del  Vallel Meanwhile, George del Valle

the commander of the San An-{refugee air force of the Frente |
tonio Alr Force Base, He 315013ev01uc10nand Democratico

owned six cafeterias in FHa-{(Revolutionary Democraticel

vana. Two months after thex}?mnt) which was financed by

revolution he "was dismissed!the CIA, and was in Guate-§

.(mm the military and shortly imala training.
ost his business to the gov-! ‘After two Tonths in Guate- |
mala, the 300-man air forcel
Following the incident at the i Getachment joined
‘bcm refugee mfantrymen at|
tions began plotting agamst Cabeza, Nicaragua, a
the Castro government, “'\’Ve“wor]d War 11 U. 8. Air Force
‘planned to take the arms and fBase, (Although the minimum
‘go to the hills and fight,” L age for the refugee forpes was
f(:eorge del V‘xlle S‘“d obstensively 18, (_n:or,oc del
\Taﬂe said Lha dbo 500 mergs
“Sanitized - & 6
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corge’s Tather, was a major\had lied to officials about his}
the Cuban Air Force and) iage and had joined the Cuban}

1,500 Cu-y

ers, manned by Cuban refugee
pilots, took off from Happy |
‘Vallcy to raid i bases in

nally, been scheduled for April |
16 but was delayed for- on(.

Geonﬂe del Valle
-first actxon on April 17 as a;
‘bombardier of a C-54 v ‘mwpa"z
‘plane  with fhe mission o'f
dmpp'rﬁ supplies to the inva-
smn forces.

L six minutes away om Cuba ?
| the transport was attacked by

Hsh-builty f{ighlers, The C- 54§
_wus rescued by two U.S, Navy !
jed fighters, which were patrt:

drop.

As the transport apploachcd
its target arvea, George del Val-
ile looked down on the batile |
' from the open bombbay doogs.
""I‘he first thing 1 saw way a
ihig fire caused by a napalm §
bomb, Then I saw eight or nine
i tanks moving towards out
“troops, ‘“he recalls,”. and I
started screaming at the pilot
' to sweep them with rockets,

“Then I heard a lot of shoot- -
s ing and when I looked down 1

!
i
i

i pack with a hand gun. Then T
heard the order to make the

“When we turned to go
© home we found that the plane
was hit and the number one
engine had failed.”

After the C-54 limped back

'learned the Cuban refugee
forces bad lost two of their six
planes during the mission.

Although he was unotl
‘signed to a mission on April 13,

one of the transports. “It.(wa
important that I go,” he sai?
The secqond:
rougher than the first.

The end of the war came al;
Happy Valley Base on Thurs- ¢
day, April 19, “They told us |
th/_e invasion had  failed. We |

tending = Coral _Gable  high

PYPRE PR -V CT T CE B
April 16, 1961. Six B-26 bomb- !

)

tCuba The invasion had orgi-/

 saw five or six rows of buljels :
coming at us. I'started shooting ;

I 3. ' ; 4 N
to the invasion |airliner bound for Miami, Fla. | TOD and T stopped shooting

'He left the country in OC‘tobel f

to Happy Valley Base the crew i

dine

George del Valle hid .aboara ¢

mission  was |

saw’ hxs '

e

o Cuban pilots flying Eag- ¢

i | of a D Naval 1ask fovce providing P
i | cover for the invasion and air

L
i chool. Ther. in Qctober, 962
’tfhe Cuban Missle Crisis blare'd‘
across the headlines. Rumoxs
i read among the -Cubans ini
Miami that sanother invasion ofi
1ihe Island was pending. Att,
{the direction of the U.S, gov-
1 ernment, the young men joined”
]‘hhe U.S. Army  and Dbegan-
gpectal training at Fort Knox,’
tKy. Then the erisis passed and
iso did the plans for the inva-
csion, After six months, (;evoug,e
.de1 Valle was discharged.
While- in the service  the
ath had obtained his high
»sehool diploma. He worked m
I Miami and Kansas City. Mo,
until he had saved e.x:rough,.'
imoney for college! This fall he:
'erm‘olled bt S Gregony’s Col-
|lege in Shawnee, Okla., as a:
n pre-engineer major. He plang
ito continue his edication at.
"Okhxhoma University or Imn
5as Umvevsrtv
e rest of his family is
cstill in Miami., His father is.
sworking in the circulation de-:
partmen: of the Miami daily
newspaper and attending night:
ses  in order to- obtain a,
4 rdt* siman certificate.
George del Valle, though;
inot blttel, has strong opmlons
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ol on why the Bay of P\gs inva-'

-sion failed. “Most of it was Be-.
T cause the plan  was changed,
the says. “W didn't have the
right equipment and the full.
; backmg of the U.S. Air Force.

ease! VQLAVRQE@?SD mmbagzommmrz ke plin

qun_ger than. t}\ﬁ,) The nexty

shall-way to where he i5.going,”,




